
Instruction & Management 
 

Art enhances students thinking making them ask questions that are important to them. I 
had a Japinese American student in my class and he was very interested in his japinese culture. 
He asks me recently “what is shrine?” because his drawing remind him of one he saw in Japan. 
We started talking about shines broodling mentioning that almost all cultures and religions have 
something that resembles a shrine. I then brought my computer over to show him some 
Japinese examples. This conversation added a new layer of his culture to his drawing and a 
connection that may not of been there before.  
 

Art is a stepping stone towards topics that can be difficult to bring up in the classroom. 
The fifth graders are doing a self portrait that is inspired by Frida Kahlo. Talking about her past 
introduces the struggles many people went thought to do what they love. I mentioned her 
Mexican heritage and how that affected her lifestyle and made it hard for her to become the icon 
she is today. The students started having very rich discussions about other cultures that have 
struggles and how they have overcome them.  
 

However having these conversations in an unruly classroom is next to impossible. That 
is why management is so important. If students are talking over one another or distracting 
neighbors the classroom environment will not welcome such discussions. There will always be 
some students who no matter what are unruly and need extra help being a participant.  

 
There is a student who has a hard time with transitions and in order to ease that he gets 

to bring his bee puppet to class. This kind of accommodation allows him to stay in the class and 
engage with other students which is very important for his learning.  
 

The whole school has a management skill that all of the teachers use. You put your 
hands above your head in the shape of a ‘T’. This signals to everyone to do the same and quiet 
down known as a timeout. This whole school management technique makes it easy for specials 
teachers, like art, to quiet down the class without wasting precious class time trying a new 
technique they’re not used to. This allows more time for instruction and creating as well as 
cleaning up.  


