
Lesson Plan Title: Agate Creatures                          Length: 4 days                           Grade:     3rd 
 

Note: Before you plan and write art experiences; pre-assess your students based on the proposed concepts, enduring understandings, and objectives 
of the unit/lesson(s). You may also gather this information from (previous) teachers, by reviewing already completed art work, consulting curriculum 
materials, etc., to get a better understanding of what content students already know and what they will need to know to be successful. 
 

Pre-Assessment:  
This will need to be done prior to teaching your lesson. Outline the method you will use to determine the skill/knowledge level of your students based on the concepts/enduring understandings/objectives of the lesson. 
(Hint: turn these into questions.) Be specific in describing what you would recognize as proficient skill/knowledge. 

Are the students able to… 
Demonstrate wet on wet and wet on dry watercolor techniques 
Explain the art by Nikki Johnson and Keith Larson 
Name what country pictures of students are from 
 

 
Performance: 
What will students accomplish as a result of this lesson? This can be presented to students in the form of a story. In this narrative the students take on a role and create a learning product about a specific topic for a 
certain audience. (RAFT – Role / Audience / Format / Topic) 

Students will discuss and discover that being different and unique is a good thing and everyone is a special person.  
 
Creator and observer/ each other/ watercolor painting/ everyone is unique 
 

 
Concepts: 
List the big ideas students will be introduced to in the lesson. These ideas are universal, timeless and transferrable. Examples of concepts used in art might include: Composition, Patterns, Technique, Rhythm, Paradox, 
Influence, Style, Force, Culture, Space/Time/Energy, Line, Law/Rules, Value, Expressions, Emotions, Tradition, Symbol, Movement, Shape, Improvisation, and Observation Look for concepts in the standards, content 
specific curriculum, etc. 

Two- dimensional 
Planning 
Representation 
Expression 
Emotions 
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Observations 
 

 
Enduring Understanding (s): 
Enduring Understandings show a relationship between two or more concepts; connected with an active verb. The best enduring understandings not only link two or more concepts; but demonstrate why this relationship 
is important. Like concepts, they are timeless, transferrable and universal. 

Through observation I can create unique art. 
 
How can artists and designers use observation to create artworks? 
 

 
Standards: (All lessons should address all standards.) 
1. Observe and Learn to Comprehend 
2. Envision and Critique to Reflect  
3. Invent and Discover to Create 
4. Relate and Connect to Transfer 

 
Comprehend 
1.1 Investigate works of art and design to recognize how to create meaning with purpose and intent. 
Reflect 
2.1 Synthesize ideas about personal works of art and imagine possible next steps. 
Create 
3.1 Plan and create works of visual art and design recognizing various purposes and intentions. 
Transfer 
4.1 Recognize how works of visual art and design communicate meaning both within a community and between diverse cultures. 
 
 

Objectives/Outcomes/Learning Targets: 
Objectives describe a learning experience with a condition → behavior (measurable) → criterion. Aligned to: Bloom’s – Standards – GLEs - Art learning and, when appropriate, Numeracy, Literacy and Technology. 
Should be written as: Objective.  (Bloom’s: _____ - Standard: _____ - GLE: _____ -Art learning: _____ -Numeracy, Literacy, and/or Technology) 
 
After observing the work of contemporary artists, students will be able to identify the ways in which artists use visual art and design to 
communicate their ideas.  

 
After reading the story, students will be able to discuss and reflect on their thoughts on the book using personal interpretation.  

 
Using their agate, students will be able to create a drawing/painting that transforms their agate into a “living” creature. 
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After close observation, students will be able to connect their experiences and observations of everyday life to their artwork.  

 
 

Differentiation:  
Explain specifically how you have addressed the needs of exceptional students at both end of the skill and cognitive scale.  Describe the strategies you will use for students who are already proficient and need growth 
beyond what you have planned for the rest of the class, as well as modifications for students with physical and/or cognitive challenges. Students must still meet the objectives. 

 
 

Differentiation: 
(Multiple means for students to access content and 
multiple modes for student to express understanding.) 

Access (Resources and/or Process) Expression (Products and/or Performance) 

Drawing materials  
 
 

Can draw on top of a watercolor background 

Extensions for depth and complexity: Access (Resources and/or Process) Expression (Products and/or Performance) 

Drawing Materials 
Sketchbook 

Have students draw what their creature likes to do 
for fun in sketchbook (matches what te said on 
creature bio) 

 
Literacy: 
List terms (vocabulary) specific to the topic that students will be introduced to in the lesson and describe how literacy is integrated into the lesson. 

 

Personality                                   Agate 
Qualities                                      Biography 
Description  
Inclusive 

Students will listen to the book “Agate: What 
Good is a Moose?” 
They will also complete creature bios  

 
 

Materials:  
Must be grade level appropriate.  List everything you will need for this lesson, including art supplies and tools.  (These are the materials students will use.)  List all materials in a bulleted format. 
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● “Agate: What Good is a Moose” Book 
● Amethyst stone 
● Powerpoint (Keith Larson) 
● Stones in Baggies 
● Sketch books (or paper) 
● Crayons 
● Colored pencils 

 
 

● Brushes 
● Water containers 
● Paint mats 
● Painting techniques (Dried) 
● Glitter paint 
● Sharpies 
● Erasers 
● Containers for drawing materials 

 

● (Drawing materials if needed) 
● Creature Bios printed 
● My example and stone 
● Watercolor paper 
● Watercolor paint 

 

 
 

Resources:  
List all visual aids and reference material (books, slides, posters, etc. Be specific; include title, artist, etc. Make reference to where the material can be found.  (These are the resources used by the teacher to 
support/develop the lesson.)  List all resources in a bulleted format. 

“Agate: What good is a Moose?” 
Keith Larson powerpoint https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/18lP4AIWbxD7yEfWo8u457ZxHeHxIBn9u9_qgSzsRw7E/edit 

Poster from “Agate: What Good is a Moose?” 
Who We Are powerpoint https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1fbb-_S3TiPC6eu6ud6wxQABUzafVmkB4k8soWQDBaAg/edit#slide=id.p 
Rubric for summative assessment https://docs.google.com/document/d/11Yn-lYpwjfZqYof3lRAKEYsvOwcKEoRW6iowskyg4a8/edit 

 
Preparation:  
What do you need to prepare for this experience? List steps of preparation in a bulleted format. 

Create watercolor technique card (needs to be dry to show wet on dry technique) 
Stones need to be in baggies (Make sure there are no white or clear stones) 
My example needs to be ready to go 
Need to have amethyst crystal 
 
 

 
4 

 

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/18lP4AIWbxD7yEfWo8u457ZxHeHxIBn9u9_qgSzsRw7E/edit
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1fbb-_S3TiPC6eu6ud6wxQABUzafVmkB4k8soWQDBaAg/edit#slide=id.p
https://docs.google.com/document/d/11Yn-lYpwjfZqYof3lRAKEYsvOwcKEoRW6iowskyg4a8/edit


Safety:  
Be specific about the safety procedures that need to be addressed with students. List all safety issues in a bulleted format. 

No eating paint (this happened) 
No painting ourselves or eachother 
No horseplay 
 

 
Action to motivate/Inquiry Questions:  
Describe how you will begin the lesson to stimulate student’s interest. How will you pique their curiosity and make them interested and excited about the lesson? What inquiry questions will you pose? Be specific 
about what you will say and do to motivate students and get them thinking and ready to participate. Be aware of the varying range of learning styles/intelligences of your students. Some ideas might include: telling a story, 
posing a series of questions, role-playing, etc. 

Agate Book 
Why is Agate sad? 
Do you think Agate has positive self talk? 
Why do you Agate thinks he’s different? 
 
Who We Are presentation 
What differences do you notice between us and them? 
What are they wearing? 
How is their skin color different? 
Is it okay to be different? 
How does being different make us special? 
 

 
Ideation/Inquiry:  
Ideation is the creative process of generating, developing, and communicating new ideas, where an idea is understood as a basic element of thought that can be visual, concrete or abstract.  List and describe inquiry questions 
and processes you will engage students in to help them develop ideas and plans for their artwork. 
I will draw sample creature using a stone on the board and verbally demonstrate my thinking 
The book (See inquiry questions) 
Keith Larson art (See inquiry questions) 
Watercolor demo (glitter paint) 
 

 
Instruction:  
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Give a detailed account (in bulleted form) of what you will teach. Be sure to include approximate time for each activity and instructional methodology: skills, lecture, inquiry, etc. Include motivation and 
ideation/inquiry where appropriate; including what student will understand as a result of the art experience 

 
Day 
1 

Instruction - The teacher will... (Be specific about what concepts, 
information, understandings, etc. will be taught.) Identify 
instructional methodology. KNOW (Content) and DO (Skill) 

 

● Good things- ask 3 students to tell you something 

good about their day today 

● Read book & inquiry ask questions 

● Show Keith Larson powerpoint- practice making 

observations 

● Show amethyst example with elephant and stone 

● Explain project- show example- by taking stone and 

drawing on the board- demonstrate your thinking 

● Pass out stones and observe silently for one minute 

(No pencil)- ask questions 

○ What colors do you see? 

○ What textures do you feel? 

○ Are there any line or cracks? 

○ What shape is your stone? 

● Start Sketching the stone 

● Write some qualities of your stone in your 

sketchbook 

● Start sketching creature  

● Clean up (6 mins) 

 

Learning - Students will... i.e.: explore ideation by making connections, 
comparing, contrasting; synthesize possibilities for each painting 
technique; etc.  (Be specific about what will be the intended result of the 
instruction as it relates to learning.) UNDERSTAND 
 
Starts the class off in a positive mood 
 
 
 
Students further develop observation skills.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Students further develop observation skills.  

 

Time 

Day 
2 

 
● Good things 

 
Starts the class off in a positive mood 
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● Finish sketching (if needed) 

● Show my example 

● Demo watercolor techniques 

○ Wet on wet 

○ Wet on dry 

○ Layering with shimmer 

○ (Do not introduce glitter yet if it is very 

strong) 

● Start painting 

● Clean up (10 mins) 

 

 
 
 
 
Students identify and synthesize possibilities for each 
painting technique 

Day 
3 

● Paint 

● (Introduce glitter if you haven’t already) 

● Introduce creature bios when they start to get done 

(won’t finish) 

  

Day 
4 

● Who We Are powerpoint- discuss more about what 

makes us unique, different, special 
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1fbb-_S3TiPC6eu6ud6wxQABUzafVm

kB4k8soWQDBaAg/edit#slide=id.p 

● Silent art walk  

● Sit at tables and discuss what they see 

● Finish creature bios and painting if needed 
○ Set up tables for those still painting 

 Students explore ideation by making connections and 
observing different points of view 
 
 
 
 
Students examine and understand the importance of exploring 
ideas from multiple points of views. 

 

 
Student reflective/inquiry activity:  
Sample questions and activities (i.e. games, gallery walk, artist statement, interview) intended to promote deeper thinking, reflection and refined understandings precisely related to the grade level expectations. How will 
students reflect on their learning? A participatory activity that includes students in finding meaning, inquiring about materials and techniques and reflecting about their experience as it relates to objectives, standards and 
grade level expectations of the lesson.) 

Silent Gallery walk - Talk about what they say 
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Creature Bio- Reflect on who their creature is because all of them are unique 
 

 
Post-Assessment (teacher-centered/objectives as questions):  
Have students achieved the objectives and grade level expectations specified in your lesson plan? 

Post-Assessment Instrument: 
How well have students achieved the objectives and grade level expectations specified in your lesson plan? 
Include your rubric, checklist, rating scale, etc. 

Formative 
● Thumbnail sketches 
● Craftsmanship 
● Creature Bio 
● Did they use qualities of the stone? 
● Were they able to create a creature? -Not human or animal 
 

 
Rubric for summative assessment 
https://docs.google.com/document/d/11Yn-lYpwjfZqYof3lRAKEYsvOwcKEoRW6iowskyg4a8/edit 

 
Self-Reflection:  
After the lesson is concluded write a brief reflection of what went well, what surprised you, and what you would do differently.  Specifically address: (1) To what extent were lesson objectives achieved? (Utilize 
assessment data to justify your level of achievement.) (2) What changes, omissions, or additions to the lesson would you make if you were to teach again? (3)What do you envision for the next lesson? (Continued practice, 
reteach content, etc.) 

 
This lesson is one that I have been working with and refining for over a year now. I think it is so much fun and has endless creative possibilities. 
The students each receive a stone (that they get to keep) to turn into a creature. They can do that by adding in shape color and/or texture into the 
creature they are drawing.  

I did this lesson with 3rd graders and they loved it. All of the students were active in lesson and engaged. They 
each created a creature that was unique like their stone and like themselves. Some students created a creature from 
scratch where others just added arms and legs to the stone.  

The next step was to add a personality to their creature. I wish I would have done something more with 
personalities like having the students take a personality test so they could see what their personality was. They struggles 
with grasping this concept but in the end each student was able to truly make their creature unique.  
 
 I do wish I gave the students a little more time to “get to know” their stone. Next time I will give the students time to draw 
there stone and observe it a little more. Some students struggled to add qualities of their stones and I think that was 
because they were confused about what that meant. Giving them time to draw there stone qualities and even write a list 
of them would have been very helpful.  

 
IB (Inquiry Based) Learning Targets  
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UOI (Unit of Inquiry): Who are you as an individual  
 
Transdisciplinary Theme: Who we are 
 
Learner Profile Attributes: Open-minded, Caring, Reflective 
 
Key Concepts: Form, Connection  
 
Action Cycle: Reflect on Keith & Nikkie creations, Choose qualities of your stone to crate your own, Create your creatures 

(Relect, Create, Choose) 

Rubric 
 

 Criteria Developing  Proficient Advanced 

Were the students able to 
writtenly communicate their 
creatures personality. 

Did you fill out the creature 
bio sheet. 

Had a hard time and did 
not fill out any of the bio 
sheet 

Completely filled out the 
bio sheet 

Filled out the bio sheet and 
added more to their 
creatures personality than 
what was asked 

Did the student use their 
agate as inspiration and a 
jumping off point? 

Is it clear the agate was 
used in the drawing? 
 

Didn't use the agate at all  Clear what agate quality 
was used when creating 

Used more than 2 agate 
qualities in the creation of 
their creature  

Were the students able to 
identity the way Keith 
Johnson demonstrate their 
ideas in their art? 

How are some ways artists 
use art and design to 
demonstrate ideas? 

Had a hard time observing 
and didn’t try to explain the 
ideas 

Able to observe artwork bu 
have a hard time 
explaining the ideas they 
saw 

Able to observe other 
artwork and explain ideas 
present 

Were the students able to 
connect personal life to 
their artwork? 

How have you connected 
personal life to your 
artwork? 

Little no evidence they 
tried to relate personal life 
to their creature creations.  

Put personal life into their 
creatures by giving it a 
name and backstory.  

Went above and beyond 
and added props to their 
creatures life. (ex. Purse, 
food etc.) 
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Name:____________________________________ 
 

Who is your Creature? 
 

Creature’s Name:______________________________________ 
 
Favorite Color:_________________________________ 
 
Draw the creature’s List 5 Personality    Favorite food. 
Traits 
 
                                                       1.________________________ 
   
                                                      2.________________________ 
 

      3.________________________ 
 

      4.________________________ 
 

      5.________________________ 
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What does your creature do for fun? 
 
__________________________________________________________________ 
 
__________________________________________________________________ 
 
Draw where your 
Creature lives. 
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